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ST. CELESTINE CHURCH ST. CYPRIAN CHURCH
and St. Mother Theodore Guerin Parish Office 2601 North Clinton Street
3020 North 76th Court River Grove, lllinois 60171
ElImwood Park, Illinois 60707
Phone: 708-453-2555 MASSES
Saturday 4 PM
MASSES Sunday 9 AM
Saturday 5PM Tuesday and Thursday 8 AM
Sunday 7:30 AM
11 AM Reconciliation Saturday 3:30—3:50 PM

Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 8 AM

ST. CELESTINE SCHOOL
3017 North 77th Avenue, ElImwood Park, Illinois 60707
stcelestineschool.org 708-453—-8234

Reconciliation Saturday 4—4:45 PM

OFFICE HOURS
Monday—Thursday: 8:30 AM to noon and 12:30 to 8 PM; Friday: 8:30 AM to noon and 12:30 to 5 PM;
Saturday: 8:30 AM—12:30 PM; Sunday: closed.

MISSION STATEMENT: "To do God's will as a unified, vibrant parish, and to foster an intentional relationship with Jesus
through worship, witness, service, discipleship, and community."



Mass Intentions

Saturday, March 14

4 PM ST. CYPRIAN

+Carl and +Rose Rossi

+Nery Rodriguez

+Peter Eck

+Craig Bastek

+Rita Sisko

5 PM ST. CELESTINE

+Nestor Aboltivo Arenga, 69th Birthday

+Joseph and +Bette Wesol

+Louis and +Juliana DaPrato and the
deceased members of the
DaPrato family

+Mary Petella

Sunday, March 15

7:30 AM ST. CELESTINE

+Pedro and +Maria Lim

9 AM ST. CYPRIAN

+Katheryn Wolf

+Pietro Fiorentino

+Joseph Morgan, Sr.

11 AM ST. CELESTINE

+Roman and +Anna Romanyuk
+Frank and +Adrienne Pudlo
+Casimir (Casey) Czaja, 1st Anniversary
+Richard and +Carol Ritter

+Jose Soto, Birthday

+Maria Muralles, 15th Anniversary

Monday, March 16

8 AM ST. CELESTINE

+Concetta and +Sabatino DiCianno
+Nick DiCianni

Tuesday, March 17

8 AM ST. CYPRIAN

+Walter and +Eligia Burris

+Joseph Sweeney, 3rd Anniveersary
+Raidis Rodriguez

Wednesday, March 18
8 AM ST. CELESTINE
+Charles, +Alice, and +Chuck O’Donnell

Thursday, March 19
8 AM ST. CYPRIAN
People of the Parish

Friday, March 20

8 AM ST. CELESTINE

+Lillian Swiatkowski, Birthday
+Gerard Penczak

Saturday, March 21

4 PM ST. CYPRIAN

+Carl and +Rose Rossi
+Nery Rodriguez

+Joe Guidi, 3rd Anniversary

SUNDAY, March 15, 2026

5 PM ST. CELESTINE

+Emelia Moreno

+Josephine Gutkowski, Birthday

+Edel M. Guerrero, Anniversary

Deceased members of the Bellipanni
Family

Sunday, March 22

7:30 AM ST. CELESTINE

+Santo Pate, 1st Anniversary

9 AM ST. CYPRIAN

+Andrea Trupiano

+Joseph Morgan, Sr.

11 AM ST. CELESTINE

+Roman and +Anna Romanyuk

+Frank and +Adrienne Pudlo

+Rick Sciaccotta, Birthday

+Marianna and +Edward Milkowski,
Anniversary

+Lucjan Milkowski, Anniversary

Jackie and Elmer Schweitzer, 60th
Wedding Anniversary

Disciple Maker Index

From the Archdiocese:

St. Mother Theodore Guerin parish is on
a journey to know, love, and serve Christ
in our parish community. This process
involves assessing our greatest strengths
and opportunities, and that is where

the Disciple Maker Index (DMI) comes in
The DMl is a survey tool that invites you
to reflect on your discipleship journey
here at St. Mother Guerin.

The 10-15—-minute survey can be
accessed through an online link on the
website, stguerinparish.org, or through
this one: https://survey.catholicleaders.
org/dmi/survey/p57dg8 until March
29 and will ask you to reflect on your
own spiritual growth and enable you
to provide your perspective on our
parish’s efforts to help you grow in
relationship with Christ. All responses
will be confidential, and the parish will
only receive information about the
community as a whole. Paper surveys
will also be available for those who do
not have the ability to complete the
survey online.

Thank you for helping with this
important project and please continue
to pray for this intention and for the
growth and protection of our parish.

Fourth Sunday of Lent

St. Mother Theodore

Guerin Parish
Welcome! If you are new to our churches
or just visiting, please introduce yourself.
We are happy to share in this celebration
of the Eucharist. If you do not have a
church home, or your church is not home
to you, we are open to anyone looking for
a spiritual home. We invite you to become
a part of our parish. Register by calling
the parish office at 708—453—-2555 or
online on our website, stguerinparish.org.

Bulletin Deadlines

Please send information to Kim at
khagerty@stguerinparish.org.

March 29 is due on Wednesday, March
18 at 9 AM

April 5 is due on Tuesday, March 24 at
9 AM

April 12 is due on Tuesday, March 31 at
9 AM

Food Pantry

Our parish Food Pantry needs food
donations. Can you help? We need
canned goods, cereal, peanut butter,
jelly, cans of fruit, cans of soup,

and non—perishable goods. Other
suggested donations are cooking oil,
tuna, salt, pepper, and spices, cake
mix and frosting for birthdays, sugar,
flour, coffee, and tea. Donations

of cash or checks made out to St.
Mother Guerin parish are great so we
can buy meat and fresh foods.

Please drop off at the Pastoral Center
or in the back of the churches. Thank
youl!

stguerinparish.org 2



From the Pastor's Desk: Father Paul Cao

Parish Annual Raffles If you haven’t
bought your raffle tickets yet, please

do so! I would like to encourage

every family to help us by purchasing
tickets or selling them to friends and
coworkers. We are giving away a total of
$8,000 in prizes: a first prize of $5,000, a
second prize of $2,000, and a third prize
of $1,000. You can return your tickets to
the Pastoral Center or drop them in the
collection baskets. The drawing will be
held on Easter Sunday after the 11AM
Mass. Thank you for your financial
support and for everything you do to
help our parish grow spiritually strong
and vibrant. May God bless you for your
good work!

Rejoice Sunday This weekend, we
celebrate the Fourth Sunday of Lent,
traditionally known as Laetare Sunday
or Rejoice Sunday. This day sets a tone
of joyful anticipation for the Easter
mystery. In Year A, the readings center
on the theme of Light and Sight.

In the second reading, St. Paul
encourages us to live as "children of
light," for the light of Christ exposes
what is hidden in darkness. In the
Gospel (John 9:1-41), we hear the

,\.\‘-

Pictures from the first Fish Fry, February 27

SUNDAY, March 15, 2026

dramatic narrative of the
healing of the man born blind.
It is a powerful story where
the man gains both physical
and spiritual sight, while

the religious leaders—who
can physically see—remain
spiritually blind.

Let us rejoice because we
are nearing Easter! This is a
great opportunity to reflect on the love
of God, turning away from sinfulness
and remaining faithful in our daily lives.
Ask yourself: How am | doing so far this
Lenten season? Am | living as a child of
light by doing good works and avoiding
anything that prevents me from being
closer to Jesus?

A Message from Pope Leo XIV During
Lent, Pope Leo XIV invited Catholics to
open ourselves to listening, fasting, and
community. He urged us to abstain from
words of hatred to make space for words
of hope and peace: “l would like to invite
you to a very practical and frequently
unappreciated form of abstinence: that
of refraining from words that offend and
hurt our neighbor.”

Fourth Sunday of Lent

The Pope pointed to this "fasting of the
tongue" as a vital practice. “Let us begin
by disarming our language, avoiding
harsh words and rash judgment, and
refraining from slander,” he said.
Instead, he calls us to cultivate kindness
and respect in our families, at work, on
social media, and within our Christian
communities. If we do so, words of
hatred will "give way to words of hope
and peace." As we reach the halfway
point of Lent, let us reflect on this
message. By abstaining from hurtful
words, we live as people of love and
light, following Jesus to bring peace to
others.

May God bless you always, and may this
Lenten season bring us all closer to the
Lord! In prayer, Fr. Paul

stguerinparish.org 3



Weekly Prayer

Sunday’s Readings

First Reading:
Then Samuel, with the horn of oil in hand,

anointed David in the presence of his brothers;

and from that day on, the spirit of the LORD rushed upon David.
(1Sm 16:13)

Psalm:
The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing | shall want. (Ps 23)

Second Reading:
“Awake, O sleeper,
and arise from the dead,
and Christ will give you light.” (Eph 5:14)

Gospel:
He spat on the ground
and made clay with the saliva,
and smeared the clay on his eyes, and said to him,
“Go wash in the Pool of Siloam” — which means Sent — .
So he went and washed, and came back able to see. (Jn 9:6-7)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Live The Liturgy

Inspiration of the Week

The Pharisees refused to see what was in front
of them. Their blindness was stronger than
that of the man born without sight, because it
was a blindness they chose for themselves. So
what will it be for us? Do we choose blindness,
or do we choose sight?

Observances for the week of
March 15, 2026

Sunday: 4th Sunday of Lent

Tuesday: St. Patrick, Bishop; St. Patrick’s Day

Wednesday: St. Cyril of Jerusalem, Bishop and Doctor of
the Church

Thursday: St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Next Sunday: 5th Sunday of Lent

©LPi SUNDAY, MARCH 15, 2026

INLYUIA

Virtues, Explained!

Christian hope “is the theological
virtue by which we desire the
kingdom of heaven and eternal
life as our happiness” (CCC 1817),
even as we recognize that our
own strength and merit can never
achieve this. Hope, simply, is
remembering that God keeps His
promises.

Blessing to See

Bless us, Lord, to see as You see.
Remind us that heartbeats and
hopes can outshine outward
show.

That quiet witness can overcome
violence and darkness.

That Your Light can break like the
dawn.

Amen.

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT

VIRTUE

©LPi



Liturgical Life

They brought the one
who was once blind

to the Pharisees. Now
Jesus had made clay
and opened his eyes on
a sabbath. So then the
Pharisees also asked him
how he was able to see.
He said to them, “He put
clay on my eyes, and |
washed, and now | can
see.” - Jn 9:13-15

Excerpts from the Lectionary for
Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

Questions of the Week

Invite Parishioners to Reflect and Respond to Scripture

First Reading:

Samuel does not expect the Lord to anoint the young
David as Israel’s next king. When have you been surprised
by God doing something unexpected in your life?

Second Reading:

Paul expects the believers in Ephesus to live as children of
light and learn what is pleasing to the Lord. What could
you do this week that is pleasing to the Lord?

Gospel:

Jesus’ healing of the blind man causes confusion and even
anger to those who do not see him as the Christ. Have you
seen or felt God’s presence in this season of Lent?

.l';l&

SHOP LOCAL.

EAT LOCAL.

_ENJ LOCAL. _

Support our local advertisers
Please show your support for your
parish by also supporting our
advertisers. We wouldn’t be able to
bring you our bulletin every week e -
without them. Please encourage and / | et
remind others to show their support /////’

and shop local. AL L Ll e
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Liturgical Life

(PRACTICING)

CATHOLIC

Mini Reflection: | wonder what it was that made the blind man
feel he could trust Jesus. Was it something in his voice? In his
touch? We’ll never know. But we do know this: the blind man’s
sight wasn’t restored until he made a decision. A decision to be
sent.

Sent

| don’t know about you. But if | was a blind person sitting by
the side of the road, minding my own business, and a stranger
came along and rubbed spit-mud in my eye, I'm just salty
enough that | would ignore his words out of spite.

Even though he was, admittedly, super-nice about the whole
thing.

Obviously | would wash the mud out, because ... spit. But |
wouldn’t go to the Pool of Siloam. | would go to a pool on
the whole other side of town, just to be contrary. | would
make frustrated, grossed-out noises while | splashed water
on my eyes: “Ugh! | can’t believe this! People are the worst!”
| would feel satisfied that | wasn’t tricked or conned or taken
advantage of.

And | would stay blind the rest of my life.

When Jesus performs a miracle in the Gospel, we sometimes
think of it like a fireworks show. Something people point at —
“Ooh! Aah!” — and move on from. But a miracle of Jesus is not
a party trick. It is a commissioning.

And each of us, in our own way, has the choice of accepting it
or not.

Nowhere in the Gospel story does it say that Jesus promised
the man sight if he washed in the pool. | wonder what it was
that made the blind man feel he could trust Jesus. Was it
something in his voice? Was it something in his touch? Was

it the humanity with which he spoke of the blind man to his
disciples — a gentleness missing from most other interactions
of his life?

We’ll never know. But we do know this: the blind man’s sight

wasn’t restored until he made a decision. A decision to be sent.

— Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

LPi SUNDAY, MARCH 15, 2026

Why do we do that?
Catholic Life Explained

Question:

The Bible talks a lot about “testifying”
or “giving testimony” to our faith. That
makes me think of a courtroom. What
does testifying to faith look like in
everyday life?

Answer:

The courtroom image isn’t too far off for
some Christians. The Church has often
been persecuted, and it was especially
intense in the early days of the Church,
when Acts and the various epistles were
being written. For persecuted Christians,
it did mean attesting publicly to their faith
in Jesus Christ, sometimes before harsh
judges. To testify is to bear witness, and
this is something we are all called to do.

The call of Jesus is, first and foremost, a
call to conversion of life. It is a repentance
from sin, a casting off of old ways of
seeing and moving in the world. The
Christian life is one of transformation,
becoming more and more like our God

of love. In one sense, to testify to faith
should happen naturally as we live like
Jesus did. Our lives should bear witness
in the respect we accord to others and
the uncompromising dignity we honor in
them. We bear witness in our gratitude,

in our joy, in our hope in God’s power and
grace. This is where we start! Sometimes
others might inquire, as St. Peter puts it,
as to “a reason for your hope.” Now you’re
on the stand! It’s time to offer, “with
gentleness and reverence,” the Good
News of the Gospel (c.f. 1 Peter 3:15-16).

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT



Readings for the week of

March 15, 2026

Sunday:

1Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4,
5, 6/Eph 5:8-14/Jn 9:1-41 or 9:1, 6-9, 13-17,
34-38

Monday:
Is 65:17-21/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a and
13b/Jn 4:43-54

Tuesday:
Ez 47:1-9,12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9/Jn 5:1-16

Wednesday:
Is 49:8-15/Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18/
Jn 5:17-30

Thursday:

2 Sm 7:4-53a, 12-144a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27
and 29/Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22/Mt 1:16, 18-21,
24a or Lk 2:41-51a

Friday:
Wis 2:1a, 12-22/Ps 34:17-18, 19-20, 21 and
23/Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30

Saturday:
Jer 11:18-20/Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-10, 11-12/
Jn 7:40-53

Next Sunday:

Ez 37:12-14/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8/
Rom 8:8-11/Jn 11:1-45 or 11:3-7, 17, 20-27,
33b-45

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

SUNDAY, MARCH 15, 2026

Worship & Meditation‘

Gospel Meditation

Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

If you are like me, it’s easy to fixate on our shadows: failures, guilt,
shame. Especially when we suffer, it is easy to want to blame
ourselves or others. In this week’s Gospel, Jesus’ disciples ask about
the blind man, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents?” (John
9:2) They, like us, focus on blame. But Jesus sees the entire situation
differently: “Neither he nor his parents sinned; it is so that the
works of God might be made visible through him.” He does not
deny sin, but he sees deeper — through the light of mercy, not the
lens of judgment. The scene hinges on Jesus’ strange claim: “l am
the light of the world” (John 9:5). He sees things differently than
everyone. They see shadows and light. He is the light.

Thought experiment: imagine you are the sun looking at everything
on the earth. What do you see? Everything. What do you not see?
Shadows. Everything is illuminated. If you see it, it is illuminated. For
the light, nothing is dark.

Because he is the light, Jesus sees us in the glow of his redemptive
love. Even our sin becomes a place where his glory can shine. The
man’s healing is not just about sight — it is about seeing as Christ
sees. Lent is not a season of staring into darkness. It is a time to step
into the light — to let Christ’'s gaze reframe how we see ourselves
and one another.

Lenten challenge: Spend 10 quiet minutes this week asking Jesus to
show you how he sees you. Not through shame or fear, but through

the light of his mercy.

— Father John Muir

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT ©LPi



STATIONS OF THE CROSS Fridays at 7 PM
March 20 at St. Cyprian
March 27 at St. Celestine

LENTEN DINNERS Fridays at 5 PM at St. Celestine
March 27 Pasta Dinner

HOLY WEEK
LABYRINTH March 29—April 3 in the Gym and Annex at
St. Celestine from Palm Sunday—Good Friday.
Palm Sunday, March 29, Noon—5 PM; March
30—April 2: 4—9 PM, and April 3, Good Friday
9 AM—9 PM

Monday, March 30
7 PM Parish Reconciliation Service at St. Celestine

Wednesday, April 1
7 PM Taizé Prayer at St. Cyprian

SUNDAY, March 15, 2026

Fourth Sunday of Lent

Holy Thursday, April 2
8 AM Morning Prayer at St. Cyprian
7 PM Mass of the Lord's Supper at
St. Celestine, followed by Church Visits

Good Friday, April 3
8 AM Morning Prayer at St. Celestine
3 PM Service at St. Cyprian
7 PM Shadow Stations at St. Celestine

Holy Saturday, April 4
8 AM Morning Prayer at St. Cyprian
11 AM Easter Basket Blessing at St. Cyprian
Noon Easter Basket Blessing at St. Celestine
7:30 PM Easter Vigil at St. Celestine

EASTER SUNDAY, April 5 Masses
7:30 AM at St. Celestine

9 AM at St. Cyprian
11 AM at St. Celestine

11:30 AM at St. Cyprian

g

-
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Pasta Dinner March 27

pASTA DI N N E R We will host‘our last parish Lenten Dinner with a Pasta
MARCH 27 5-7 pM aDrI]r:jng;rznairslia&ll\(/elsnrﬁz.27 from 5 to 7 PM in the Annex

Dinner includes your choice of three of the four entrees:
a house pasta,a restaurant pasta, pizza slice, and a salad

Adults $15 bar, with bread and butter, coffee, and dessert. Students
$7 for students may choose two entrees and a dessert. Assorted cold
drinks and beer and wine will be available for purchase.
To go containers will also be available.

St. Celestine Gym and Annex

Adults pick 3 of 4

Adults: $15

entrees: house
Students: S7 (two entrees and dessert).

pasta, guest

W restaurant pasta, BAKERS NEEDED:
pizza, and salad bar; We will need baked goods for the desserts. Please drop
with'bread , coffee, them off at the Pastoral Center on the Thursday before
and dessert. the dinner. We also need: 12 oz. cans of Coke, Diet Coke,
> Stldents pick two Sprite, Diet Sprite and 16—20 oz. bottled water. Cash or
checks made out to St. Mother Guerin Parish are helpful
entrees and dessert. for purchasing the paper supplies.

Thank you to all our volunteers who made the first two
dinners so successful!

Meet the Author
April 15

Celebrating the Chinese “Year of the Horse”

Sunday, April 12, 2026

12:30 PM to 3:30 PM St. Celestine’s Annex / Gym

$20.00 per person

$20.00 includes: Meal, non-alcoholic beverages, dessert and BINGO.

Meal Options: 1-Beef and Broccoli with fried rice and egg roll i e RS
2 - Chicken Kow (mixed veggies) with fried rice and egg roll ¥ We will meet with Fr. Stan
3 —Vegetarian (all vegetables) with white rice and egg roll ||O, author of Someone
Beautiful to God: Finding
Bring your White Elephant Gift wrapped or hidden in a gift bag. the Light of Faith in a
Gift must be worth minimum of $5; new or gently used Wounded World on
Ask yourself: “Is this something | would like to get?” Wednesday, April 15 at 6:30

PM in the Fireside Room
at St. Celestine. He will
answer questions about the

Any extra gifts you bring will earn you an extra bingo card for each gift.

Bring some cash -“Race to the Finish” countdown $5 per ticket book and sign copies. We
Last 3 tickets pulled win the cash prizes do have extra books at the
Split the deck games $2 per ticket or 3 tickets for $5 - throughout the event the Pastoral Center if you

want to read it on your own

Purchase your tickets soon! No tickets sold after March 27. Get your tickets at the or gift i'F to someone. They
Women's Club meeting on 3/26, at the Pastoral Center before 3/26, or by contacting are available for $20. Please
Darlene at 708-805-2639. This is sponsored by the St. Mother Guerin Women's Club. join us!

SUNDAY, March 15, 2026 Fourth Sunday of Lent stguerinparish.org 9
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Fridays at 7 PM

March 20 at St. Cyprian
March 27 at St. Celestine

Origins of the Stations of the
Cross

During the time of the crusades
(1095—1270), it became popular for
pilgrims in the Holy Land to walk in
the footsteps of Jesus to Calvary. It
is speculated that the Stations of the
Cross became a popular substitute
pilgrimage throughout Europe after
the Muslims recaptured the Holy
Land making pilgrimages there too
dangerous.

The popularity of the Stations

of the Cross was fostered by the
Franciscans. The Stations represented
critical events from Scripture or
tradition of Jesus’ journey to Calvary.
Originally done only outdoors,

the Stations were allowed inside
churches in the mid—18th century.
The object of the Stations is to

help the faithful to make in spirit,

a pilgrimage to the chief scenes of
Christ’s sufferings and death, and this
has become one of the most popular
of Catholic devotions.

Following the Stations of the Cross

is a powerful way to help people
contemplate the journey of Jesus

to the cross and its significance for
our lives. The Stations of the Cross

is a mini-pilgrimage allowing us to
engage all of our senses, heart, mind
and body. [Compiled by Deacon Dave
and Thérese Ream, O.F.S., Revised
July 2017]

Thank you to Bob Mitchell, OFS, for
this information.

SUNDAY, March 15, 2026

Experience the Labyrinth during Holy Week

The Walking Labyrinth/Meditation Room at Our Parish

The Labyrinth/Meditation Room experience has been at our parish since
February 2002. It is open to our parishioners and to all parishes in the Chicago
Archdiocese during Holy Week. Over the years it has been featured in local
papers, the Chicago Catholic paper and various religious radio programs in
Chicago. Our Labyrinth was also featured in 2007 at the Chicago Catechetical
Conference at the Rosemont Convention Center. It is presented to the entire
St. Celestine school population during Holy Week and is also offered to the
Religious Education students and Special Religious Education program.

The Labyrinth/Meditation Room* will be open to the public on the following
dates and times:

e Palm Sunday (March 29) from Noon—5pm

e Monday (March 30)—Thursday (April 3) from 4—9PM

e Good Friday (April 4) from 9AM—9PM

We invite you to come and take the time for some quiet reflection this Lent.

*Please note that you do not have to walk the Labyrinth. You may come in and
sit in the environment for your own reflection experience.*

Here are some quotes from people that participated in walking the labyrinth in
the past: "As | entered | realized | was walking quickly and as | began to pray |
slowed my pace and began to relax and enjoy my talk with God. This was a very
powerful experience."

"A very moving experience. It certainly fulfilled the need to slow down and to
take the time to listen."

"As | walked the paths of the labyrinth it reminded me of the many turns life
gives us.. Some are longer, some shorter but all have meaning..."
Eileen Lepore

Fourth Sunday of Lent stguerinparish.org 10



Holy Thursday Church Visits

We will be visiting five churches on Holy Thursday, April
2 after the Mass of the Lord's Supper. The churches have
not been finalized but at this point we will try to include
Our Lady of Sorrows, St. Peter or St. Martin, Old Saint
Pat's, St. Mary of the Angels, and St. Hyacinth. We will
leave immediately after the Holy Thursday evening Mass
of the Lord's Supper around 8 PM and return to the St.
Celestine parking lot by midnight.

This year we have a large comfortable bus (complete with
bathroom) that seats 50. The cost is $25 each for the bus,
and this includes a tip for the driver. Please call the office
at 708-453-2555 to reserve your spot.
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JUNE 8, 2026
$125/ticket
Our annual Golf Outing will take place on Monday, June 9
at White Pines Golf Club in Bensenville. $125/per person
or $500 for a foursome includes 18 holes of golf, cart,
lunch on the course, and a BBQ dinner in the clubhouse.
Great raffles and door prizes! Get a group together and
join us! Businesses and organizations are invited to

sponsor a hole. Go to stguerinparish.org and click on Golf
Outing to register.

stguerinparish.org

Polish School Registration

9

Mother of Perpetual Help Society Devotional

We, a local Mother of Perpetual Help Society, warmly
invite the parishioners of St. Mother Theodore Guerin
Parish to join us for the Mother of Perpetual Help
Devotional, to be held weekly in the St. Celestine chapel.
Every Tuesday, we will pray the rosary at 7 PM followed
by the Mother of Perpetual Help Novena at 7:30 PM. Feel
free to join us for either the rosary or the novena or both!
This is a wonderful hour of prayer to offer to our Blessed
Mother.

This beautiful and time-honored devotion is a peaceful
opportunity to place our needs, our families, and our
parish under the loving care of Our Blessed Mother.
Whether you have prayed this novena for years or are
new to it, all are welcome to come, pray, and find comfort,
hope, and strength through Mary’s intercession. If you
have any questions, please contact Nancy Panzarella
Konrath at panzkon@gmail.com.

SUNDAY, March 15, 2026

Fourth Sunday of Lent

Registration is now open for St. Albert Chmielowski
Polish School, located at 2600 North Sayre Avenue, in
the former St. William School building in Chicago! We
are very close to you!

St. Albert Chmielowski Polish School invites families to
enroll for the upcoming school year and become part
of a vibrant community dedicated to Polish language,
culture, and traditions. Sign-ups will take place on March
5, 6 and March 20, 21, 2026 at our school. We welcome
new and returning students of all ages to join us for
engaging classes, cultural enrichment, and a strong
connection to Polish heritage. For more information
about registration requirements and class schedules,
please visit us during the listed dates or visit https://
szkolabrataalberta.org. We look forward to welcoming
your family!

This is a great time to get rid of your unwanted vases...
(Any size, any shape, any color)

The Women’s Club will be collecting vases at each of the
worship sites. The money collected from Quasthoff’s for

the vases will then be donated to the
Daughters of the Sacred Heart School in Tanzania
A Mission school sponsored by
Fr. FilNgwila
Thank You for Helping us — Help the Mission!
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Pray for Them
Sick

Please remember the following people who are seriously ill. If you wish

to add a name with the person's permission, please call the parish
office. Names remain on the list for 4 weeks.

Angelo L'Abbate, Michael Binder, Jacqueline Boshell, Julie Boyce,
Edward Bray, Sue Brink, Brian Cunningham, Ellison Deehr, Elene
Dimperio, Cathy Downing King, Eleanor, Tom Ferguson, Tammy Garcia,
Maciej Gondek, Dorota Gondek, Lorry Hartnett, Grace Hensley, Karl
Humowiecki, Kathy Johl, Adele Johnson, Lisa Kostrzeski, Justine Kucera,
Robert Kucera, Larry Lemanski, Bart Masi, Kathy Mooney, George
Moskaliuk, Sandra Moskaliuk, Efrem Munoz, Martha Munoz, James
Nasti, Larry Nestor, Ron Nichols, Sr. Louise Noesen, Carolyn Paprocki,
Sr. Rita Mae Rabitoy, Lucia Ramirez, Aida Rivera, Sarah Rotolo, Kathy
Sassolino, Morgan Schlanger, Joseph Serwa, John Sheahan, Mary Skelly,
Sue, Brian Swatek, Colleen Schlanger Thomas, Judy Virgilio, Robert
Virnich, Lillian Wardzala, Jim Waterloo, Jim Wazorick, Danyll Wolcotte,
Nicholas Zych

*recently added

Faithful Departed

Marilyn Bristen, Anna Vitulli

Military

Col. Stephen Acosta, Marines; Staff Sgt. Lawrence G. Campbell, Air
Force; Senior Airman Cory McCambridge, Air Force; Lt. Col. Peter
Anderson, Army; Sgt. Kenneth G. DiCristifano, Army; Spec Michael
Migliorisi, Army; Pvt. John Cerrone, Marines; PFC Paul J. Lagoda,
Marines; PFC Sophia M. Garcia, Marines; Lt. Robert Reynolds, Army;
Staff Sgt. Alberto Boy, Marines; Staff Sgt. Natalie Borrini, Air Force;

Cpl. Brian Macaluso, Marines; Lnc. Cpl. Meghan Jennings, Marines;
Lnc. Cpl. Michael Casanave, Marines; Pvt. Nicolas Casanave, Marines;
ABEAN Melanie Hodges, Navy; PFC Vincent Negron, Marines; Pvt.
Matthew Meyer, Army; Master Sgt. Scott A. Cross, Air Force; Dario
Rodriguez, Air Force; Ensign Devon Zych, Coast Guard; Lnc. Cpl. Andrew
D. Nordlie, Marines; Luis N. Burciaga, Army; PFC Rudy De La O, Marines;
Jose Flores, Jr., Air Force; Carmelo Flores, Air Force; AB Ethen N.

Ortiz, Air Force; Lnc. Cpl. Michael Joshua Barajas, Marines; Sgt. Cody
Krawczyk, Army; Lnc. Cpl. Jake Kola, Marines; Airman Kaden Turocy, Air
Force; A1C Rhian Frnzn Vengua, Air Force; Private Nicholas Drust, Jr.,
Army; Private Jesse J. Mendoza, Army; Lnc. Cpl. Edward Romano, Jr,,
Marines; A1C Jose Manuel Lagunas, Jr., Air Force; A1C Jordied Velez—
Rosado, Air Force; Pvt. Noah Wardisiani, Army; Capt. Montgomery
Smith, Air Force

Calendar

e Saturday, March 21 Dinner Dance for St. Celestine
School

e Friday, March 27 5—7 PM at St. Celestine: Pasta
Dinner

e Sunday, April 5: Easter Sunday
e Wednesday, April 15: Book Study and Signing with Fr.

Stan llo

e Sunday, April 12 12:30 PM White Elephant Bingo in
the Gym

e Friday, April 24: 5:30 PM Bingo in the gym at St.
Celestine

e Sunday, June 7: Closing Mass at St. Cyprian
e June 7—12: Totus Tuus
e Monday, June 8: Golf Outing at White Pines

SUNDAY, March 15, 2026

SCRIPTURE SEARCHs

Gaospel for March 15, 2026
John 9:1-41

Followng 1s a word search based on the Gospel
reading for the Fourth Sunday of Lent, Cycle A:
Jesus, clay and a blind man. The words can be

found 1n all directions in the puzzle.
BLIND BIRTH SPAT
GROUND MADE CLAY GO WASH

SILOAM WASHED NEIGHBORS
BEGGAR SIT AND BEG PHARISEES

DIVISION ANSWERED BORN
TEACH US BELIEVE SON OF MAN
WHO IS HE SEEN HIM WORSHIFPED

EYES OPENED

B EL I EVEUDU BUORN

Il LKS I TANDTBEG

R 1 I DS EENHIMS

TLANUJHOPGMHS SO

HYNUWDSOMH HTCSUN

G AAOUJ I BAFAMHDO

J LORJOVREWCTF

J CDGRMHS I LOAM

DEHS AWK SSGTEA

UDPRAGGEU BITN

G ANSWERETUDUJO.I

TMDEUPIHS SR W N

0 2026 TRI-C-A Publications; tri-c-a-publications.com

Fourth Sunday of Lent

Secular Franciscan Order

“The Mass has ended, go in peace to love and serve the
Lord.” How do we do that? Since 1959, members of the
St. Juliana Fraternity of the Secular Franciscan Order have
sought to follow the spirit of St. Francis of Assisi by “going
from Gospel to life and from life to Gospel.” If following
the Rule of St. Francis might interest you, the SFO
fraternity at St. Juliana meets once each month. For more
information or just to visit, please contact Bob Mitchell at
robertpmitchelll@gmail.com.
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Liturgical Ministers

Parish Weekly Events

Saturday, March 21

4 PM St. Cyprian
Presider

Altar Servers

Lector

Eucharistic Ministers
5 PM St. Celestine
Presider

Altar Server

Lector

Eucharistic Ministers

Sunday, March 22

7:30 AM St. Celestine
Presider

Altar Server

Lector

Eucharistic Ministers

9 AM St. Cyprian
Presider

Altar Servers

Lector

Eucharistic Minister

11 AM St. Celestine
Presider

Altar Servers

Lector

Eucharistic Ministers

Fr. Paul Cao

Isaac M., Diego M.

John F. Madden

John P. Madden, Ruben Monterroso

Fr. Paul Eruva

TBA

Sylvia Stacey

Pat Strabley, Mary Joost, Bob
Mitchell, O.F.S., Maryann Dibari,
Patricia Rinella, Carol Gutkowski,
Maria Mojek

Fr. Paul Cao

Nickolas F.

Andy Johnson

Minnie Reillo, Lynn Schmidt, Bill Lesch,
Florence Smith, Mary Kay Macchione,
Ken Doyle

Fr. Paul Eruva

David D., Marco D., Matthew D.
Bonnie Billa

Michael Wittrock

Fr. Fil Ngwila

Robert O., Andrea R., Marshall M.
Josaphat Urytskyy

Lynn Loftus, Sandra Mazzeffi, Charlie
Roy, Leonora Palattao, Lena Roy, Debra
DeSalvo

Mid-life Singles (mid—30s to 50s): Are you looking for a renewed
sense of purpose and belonging? Register today for a life-
changing REFLECT weekend retreat at the Carmelite Spiritual
Center, in Darien, Illinois (in the southwestern suburbs), on
April 17—19, 2026. Take a chance and get involved... you

won't regret it! Visit www.ReflectRetreat.com, email reflect.
chicagoland@gmail.com, or call (630) 222-8303 for details.

Surviving Divorce: Meeting twice monthly on Thursdays at 7:30
PM at Saint Giles Parish (Dore Center, 1025 Columbian Ave,
Oak Park). The Catholic's Divorce Survival Guide was created to
bring hope and healing to those who have experienced the pain
and loneliness of a broken marriage. New participants welcome
anytime and registration is appreciated. Chris Malagoli,
cvmalagoli@yahoo.com, 708-912-4378 or Tobin Counts,
atlantacounts@att.net, 678-571-5220. Visit our website for
more information: https://catholiccommunitiesofoakpark.org/
surviving-divorce

SUNDAY, March 15, 2026

Fourth Sunday of Lent

Monday, March 16
7 PM ST CEL Athletics Committee in Lower Meeting Room

Tuesday, March 17 Happy St. Patrick's Day!

7 PM ST CEL Mother of Perpetual Help Devotional in the
Chapel
7 PM ST CYP OCIA for Teens in the Rectory

Thursday, March 19 Happy St. Joseph's Day!

4 PM ST CEL Food Pantry

4:30 PM ST CEL Troop 45703 in the Lower Meeting
Room

5 PM ST CEL Troop 47857 in the Annex

6 PM ST CYP OCIA in the Rectory

Friday, March 20

7 PM ST CYP Stations of the Cross in the Church

Saturday, March 21
9:30 AM ST CEL  Religious Education in the School

Sunday, March 22

11 AM ST CEL Scout Mass
4 PM ST CEL Troop 45400 in the Lower Meeting Room
and Annex

ANNUAL
PARISH

RAFFLE

Tickets $20 each or 6/$100!
Drawing after 11 AM Mass on Easter Sunday

1st Prize 2nd Prize
$5,000 $2,000

Buy or turn in your tickets in at the office or drop the
tickets and payment in the collection basket.

3rd Prize

stguerinparish.org 13
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St. Mother Theodore Guerin Parish stguerinparish.org

St. Celestine Church and Parish Office 708—-453-2555 3020 North 76th Court, ElImwood Park, lllinois 60707
St. Cyprian Church 2601 North Clinton Street, River Grove, lllinois 60171  stguerinparish.org

Office Hours: Monday—Thursday, 8:30 AM—noon and 12:30—8 PM; Friday 8:30 AM—noon and 12:30—5 PM,
Saturday 8:30 AM—12:30 PM; Sunday closed

Holy Hour: First Friday of each month at 3 PM at St. Celestine Church. Mother of Perpetual Help Devotion weekly Tuesday nights at 7
PM in the Chapel. Rosaries: During the week, before Mass at St. Cyprian, after Mass at St. Celestine, and 7 PM on the second Monday
of the month in the Chapel at St. Celestine.

Baptisms: To schedule, contact Ruthanne Swiatkowski at rswiatkowski@stguerinparish.org or call 708—453—-2555 x 5017. Baptisms
take place at 12:30 PM on the second and fourth Sundays monthly at St. Celestine and the third Sunday of the month at St. Cyprian.
Baptismal Prep classes take place on most first Wednesdays of each month at 7 PM at St. Cyprian; please call the office to sign up for
the class.

Masses: See cover. Reconciliation: Saturdays 3:30 PM at St. Cyprian and 4 PM at St. Celestine.

Weddings: Engaged couples are encouraged to call a year in advance of a preferred date. The couple must talk to Deacon Mike
Delarco before a wedding date can be reserved. Participation in marriage preparation is essential.

Contact Information

Priests Craig Kamptner, Director of Music Ministry

Rev. Paul Cao, Pastor ckamptner@stcelestineschool.org 708-453-2555 x5016
pcao@stguerinparish.org 708-453-2555 x5029 Kim Hagerty, Director of Evangelization, Social Media and Bulletin Editor
Rev. Paul Eruva, Associate Pastor 708-453-2555 x5013  khagerty@stguerinparish.org 708-453-2555 x5012
Rev. Eugene Gratkowski, Pastor Emeritus, St. Cyprian See inside bulletin for deadlines.

Rev. Fil Ngwila, Rev. Stan llo, Rev. Kenneth Ekekwe, Eric Mueller and Bob Vessini, Maintenance 708-453-2555 x4025
Rev. Andrew Ezechiugo, Priests—in—Residence .. .

Rev. Ron Navoy, Weekend Associate Ministries

Mary Murphy, Coordinator of Religious Education for Children and
Adults with Special Needs murphyme2000@gmail.com

Deacons Lois DeFelice, Ministry of Care 708-453-2555

Michael Delarco 708-453-2555 x5031 loisdefelice@gmail.com

Call Deacon Mike to schedule a wedding. Food Pantry 708-453—2555

Rolando Merced ) 708-453-2555 Michelle Doyle, Coordinator mdoyle@stcelestineschool.org

rmerced@archchicago.org The Food Pantry opens from 4 to 6 PM on two Thursdays each month.
Check Weekly Events in the bulletin or stguerinparish.org for dates.

Staff

Laurie DePillo, Business Manager St. Celestine School 708-453-8234

lauriedepillo@stguerinparish.org 708-453-2555x5015 3017 North 77th Avenue, Elmwood Park, lllinois 60707

Lynn S.Chm'dt' Ad'mlnls'tratlve Assistant Sheila Klich, Principal sklich@stcelestineschool.org

Ischmidt@stguerinparish.org 708-453-2555 x5010 Jennifer Ebervein, Secretary

Andrea Mayer, Beceptlonlst Nicole Nayder, Financial Secretary

amayer@archchicago.org 708-453-2555 x5010

Ruthanne Swiatkowski, Director of Lifelong Faith Formation

rswiatkowski@stguerinparish.org 708-453-2555 x5017
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