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1.  Opening prayer


Heavenly Father, the beauty and dignity of human life was the crowning of your creation. 
You further ennobled that life when your Son became one with us in his incarnation. Help us 
to realize the sacredness of human life and to respect it from the moment of conception un-
til the last moment at death. Give us courage to speak with truth and love and with convic-
tion in defense of life. Help us to extend the gentle hand of mercy and forgiveness to those 
who do not reverence your gift of life. To all, grant pardon for the times we have failed to be 
grateful for your precious gift of life or to respect it in others. We ask this in Jesus' Name.

Amen.

	 

2.  This week


	 a.	 May Crowning — Combo of raffle and May Crowning not quite a success as far 
as the procession goes.  CK and I kind of jumped in.  


	 b.	 Mother of Holy Hope Quilt Raffle for Asist Suicide prevention training funds — 
Great participation by members and parish.  We will get our total on Tuesday.  Thanks 
everybody for all of your effort.  Parishioners showed great interest.


	 c.	 Blue Mass — May 29th at St. Cyprian’s.  Craig made the good suggestion that 
we send a reminder flyer.  Let’s do it!  Volunteers?


3.  June and July - no meeting


5.	 Unplanned Movie screening — Late September or early October?


4.  Closing prayer


O gentle Jesus, through whom all life came to be, 
hear our prayers for all men and women. 
Hear our prayers for the great and powerful. 
Hear our prayers for the weak and broken. 
Hear our prayers for the littlest and most innocent. 
Hear our prayer for tall human cedars 
and the very littlest of human flowers. 
May all see in each the souls so precious to You, 
and through the intercession of Saint Thérèse 
may each of them be kept saved and loved. 
We ask this though Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Where will abortion still be legal after Roe v. Wade is overruled?

The Supreme Court is poised to overrule Roe v. Wade. Here’s what happens next.
By Ian Millhiser Updated May 3, 2022, 7:54am EDT

Update, May 3, 2022: This post has been updated based on the report and draft opinion showing a 
majority of Supreme Court justices have voted to overturn Roe v. Wade.

Oklahoma’s Republican Gov. Kevin Stitt signed legislation last month banning nearly all abortions in that 
state — the only exception is for abortions necessary “to save the life of a pregnant woman in a medical 
emergency.” The new law increases the maximum penalty to 10 years plus a $100,000 fine.

Two lessons can be gleaned from this effort to make Oklahoma law more anti-abortion than it already was. 
Both hinge on the Supreme Courtoverturning Roe v. Wade — which it is poised to do, according to a 
leaked draft opinion published by Politico Monday night.

First, nearly half the states in the country will almost immediately permit little to no access to abortion when 
the decision is finalized and announced. Second, more states could quickly follow, while states with existing 
bans could enact even more restrictive laws.

Last December, the Court heard oral arguments in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization, a 
case out of Mississippi that explicitly asks the Court to overrule Roe, the landmark 1973 case that estab-
lished a constitutional right to an abortion. Less than two weeks later, the Court handed down a decision in a 
case out of Texas that permits states to ban abortion completely, as long as they use a needlessly com-
plicated mechanism to enforce the law.

According to the leaked opinion on Dobbs, five conservative justices voted to overturn Roe and the 1992 
decision Planned Parenthood v. Casey. Justices have changed their initial votes in the past, but that’s unlike-
ly to happen here, so Roe is almost certainly in its final days.

According to the Guttmacher Institute, a pro-reproductive rights research group, and to news reports track-
ing recent anti-abortion legislation, 22 states already have laws on the books that either ban abortion out-
right or ban it very early in a pregnancy. These aren’t just the so-called “trigger laws,” which are designed to 
quickly take effect with minimal to no legislative effort if Roe is overturned. Oklahoma and several other 
states still have abortion bans from before 1973, when Roe was originally handed down, that were never re-
pealed during the half-century in which Roe prevented them from operating. Other states have passed new 
abortion bans since 1973.

22 states have abortion bans on their books

Most would take effect immediately if Roe v. Wade is overturned.
Early-term bansNear-total bansNear-total bans, enacted pre-Roe only

Note: Early-term bans are those that ban abortions after six or eight weeks of pregnancy. The states with 
near-total bans may still permit abortions to save the life or protect the health of a patient, or when a preg-
nancy results from rape or incest, though not all do. Pre-Roe bans may face more litigation before taking ef-
fect. Last updated April 8, 2022.

Map: Christina Animashaun; Youyou Zhou/Vox Source: Guttmacher Institute

The reason these extant bans haven’t been enforced is that anyone charged with violating them would have 
won in court, because Roe forbids states from banning abortions. Without Roe, however, that would no 
longer be the case.
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Even in states that already restrict or ban abortion, we are likely to see an arms race among red-state law-
makers to enact broader and more draconian anti-abortion laws. Oklahoma’s Stitt has said that he will sign 
any anti-abortion bill that passes the state legislature — and it’s unlikely that he’s alone among Republi-
can governors.

The Most Dangerous Branch: Roe v. Wade

What happens immediately after Roe is overruled?


As mentioned above, 22 states reportedly have laws on the books that impose very strict restrictions on 
abortion. This includes 18 states that would either ban abortion outright or ban it only with limited exceptions 
— such as if the person seeking an abortion could die or face “irreversible impairment of a major bodily 
function” if their pregnancy is not terminated.

Some, but not all, of these states also permit termination of a pregnancy that results from rape or incest. 
Meanwhile, some states do not even permit abortions when the person seeking the abortion will be perma-
nently disabled, but won’t die, if they don’t receive an abortion. Oklahoma’s new law, for example, only per-
mits an abortion “to save the life of a pregnant woman in a medical emergency.”

Again, these laws are largely dormant right now, because of Roe and subsequent Supreme Court decisions 
protecting a right to abortion. And some of these laws are “trigger” laws that explicitly do not take effect until 
Roe is overruled. But these abortion restrictions will come roaring into effect once the Supreme Court gives 
them the green light, most likely shutting down all abortion clinics in the states with the strictest laws.

The 18 states with near-total bans on the books are Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, Idaho, Kentucky, Lou-
isiana, Michigan, Mississippi, Missouri, North Dakota, Oklahoma, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, 
West Virginia, Wisconsin, and Wyoming.

In some cases, these bans are quite old and predate Roe v. Wade itself. Wisconsin’s law, which makes per-
forming an abortion a felony punishable by up to six years in prison, is more than 170 years old. It is un-
likely to be repealed anytime soon, moreover, because the state’s legislature is gerrymandered to all but 
ensure that Republicans will control it. And the state’s GOP-controlled supreme court ruled that any new 
maps must use the old, gerrymandered maps as a baseline.

In other states, however, it is possible that state courts could intervene to restore abortion rights, even if the 
Supreme Court eliminates the federal constitutional right to terminate a pregnancy. Michigan Gov. Gretchen 
Whitmer (D), for example, recently asked her state’s supreme court to hold that Michiganders have a right 
to abortion. Democrats control a narrow majority of the seats on that court.

Michigan and Wisconsin are two of four states — the others are Arizona and West Virginia — that reportedly 
have a pre-Roe abortion ban on the books but do not have a more recent law banning abortions. There 
could be additional litigation in all four of these states to determine whether the old law may take effect, 
though Republicans control the state supreme courts in Arizona, West Virginia, and Wisconsin, so those 
courts are likely to reinstate the old bans.

Nevertheless, this legal uncertainty might explain why Oklahoma lawmakers decided to pass a new abortion 
ban even though the state already had one on the books. As Elizabeth Nash, an expert on state reproduc-
tive health policy with Guttmacher, told Vox, it is “much simpler to pass a new ban” than to wait for a state 
supreme court to rule on the old one.

In a few cases, there will be some lag time between when the Supreme Court overrules Roe and when the 
state’s abortion ban takes effect. Idaho’s near-total ban on abortions, for example, takes effect 30 days af-
ter Roe is overruled.
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In any event, barring intervention by state lawmakers or state courts, nearly all abortions are likely to be ille-
gal in 18 states by this summer — and that’s assuming lawmakers in states that do not have bans on the 
books do not enact new ones after Roe is overruled. The number of states with near-total abortion bans 
could grow rapidly.

Additionally, four other states — Georgia, Iowa, Ohio, and South Carolina — have laws on the books ban-
ning abortion after the sixth week of pregnancy, according to Guttmacher. That’s before many people 
know they’re pregnant. (There’s also the unusual case of North Carolina, which once had an abortion ban on 
the books. But a more recent law appears to have legalized abortion up to the 20th week of pregnancy.)
Some states also have overlapping abortion restrictions. Idaho, for example, has a six-week ban and a 
“trigger” law that bans nearly all abortions a month after Roe falls. Abortion providers in states with over-
lapping restrictions would need to comply with all of them — which means that if one of those restrictions is 
an absolute ban, they would not be allowed to perform abortions.

The arms race

When Roe is overruled, the most immediate impact will be that states are free to restrict or ban abortions if 
they choose. That means every election that will decide control of a state legislature or governor’s mansion 
could swiftly become a referendum on abortion.

The Oklahoma legislature’s decision to enact stricter sentences for abortion providers, even though the state 
already had a law on the books making performing abortions a felony, suggests that Republican lawmakers 
will likely try to score points with their base by enacting more and more draconian laws.

Already this year, lawmakers in 30 states have introduced at least 82 bills banning at least some kinds of 
abortions. Some Republican governors have spent years touting their plans to make their state the most 
anti-abortion in the nation.

State lawmakers, moreover, aren’t the only officials who are likely to face political pressure to crack down 
on abortion providers. Prosecutors, especially elected prosecutors, may face pressure to bring charges 
against doctors who perform abortions, even those that are entirely legal under state law.


Think of a state like Oklahoma, where, in a post-Roe world, abortions will only be legal if necessary to save 
a patient’s life in a “medical emergency.” Prosecutors could target physicians and force them to provide evi-
dence that a particular abortion was truly necessary to save their patient’s life.

Meanwhile, the mere threat of such prosecutions could lead to unnecessary deaths, as doctors may be un-
willing to perform a medically necessary abortion and risk felony charges.

One factor that could mitigate the impact of state-level abortion bans is that more than half of abortions in 
the United States are medication abortions — in which the patient takes pills to induce a miscarriage rather 
than undergoing a surgery. States commonly ban a wide range of drugs, such as marijuana, cocaine, and 
heroin, but that’s hardly prevented people who want to obtain these drugs from doing so. It’s unlikely that 
state governments will be any more effective at eliminating access to mifepristone, a common abortion 
drug approved by the Food and Drug Administration.

It’s also not clear whether the Supreme Court will allow states to ban federally approved drugs, although 
the current Court’s hostility to abortion rights suggests that they might permit states to do so in the future.
What we do know is that the end of Roe will be just the beginning of a new war over abortion rights. Much of 
the battle will shift to state legislatures, but Congress and the courts will remain important players. And Re-
publicans, both in elected roles and in the judiciary, will likely face considerable pressure to enact more rigid 
abortion bans.
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